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Allie with Gathered Skirt
Allie is a versatile dress that we love! Consider adding
a gathered skirt to the bodice achieving a new and
wonderful style.

Supplies
Children’s Corner Allie pattern
Main Fabric: dress requirements plus ½ yard, except
for sizes 4-14 when using 45” wide fabric.
Lining Fabric: same mount as the fashion fabric
Marking Pen
Tracing paper

Cutting Instructions
1. T
 race Allie front and back dress pattern, stopping
at the waist casing line. This will now be called the
bodice.
2. T
 o calculate the width of the front skirts, measure
across the bottom of front bodice (including facing)
add 6” to this measurement. This is the width of the
2 front skirts.

Front Skirt
Width
4. T
 o calculate the length of the skirt, you need your
desired finished length or refer to the Allie pattern
finished dress lengths. First, measure the finished
length of bodice from seam line on top of shoulder
to seam line at waist (remembering there is a ½”
seam allowance at waist). Subtract this number
from your desired finished dress length. Then add
two inches for hem.

___ +6”

3. M
 easure across the bottom of the back bodice and
multiply this measurement times 2. Add 9” to this
measurement. This is the width of the back skirt.
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5. C
 ut two front skirts and one back skirt based on the
calculations above.

Construction
1. Construct collar per pattern instructions.

6. C
 ut two front skirt linings 2” narrower than the
newly calculated front skirts measurements.

2. S
 ew shoulder with right sides together. Repeat
with lining. Press seams open.

7. C
 ut one back skirt lining the same as the newly
calculated back skirt measurements.

3. P
 lace collar on the right side of the neckline
matching raw edges. Align collar center front
on center front line and center back of collar on
center back of bodice. Pin, and baste in place.

8. C
 ut two bodice fronts and one back from dress
fabric.
9. C
 ut a lining piece the same as the back bodice
piece.
10. F
 or bodice lining, measure the length and width of
the front bodice, and add 1” to length and width.
Cut 2 rectangles of lining fabric this measurement.

4. F
 old yoke lining on top of collar with right sides
together and neck edges aligned. Match shoulder
seams. Collar will be between fabric and lining.
Stitch around neck. Clip seams, and trim to 1/8”.
Turn to right side, and press.

+ 1”

+ 1”

11. S
 titch the lining rectangle to the front bodice with
right sides together.

Fold Line

5. T
 urn wrong side out with right sides together.
Stitch each armhole, clip seams, and turn right
side out through each shoulder.
6. S
 eparate side seam of dress. Place dress-to-dress
and lining-to-lining with right sides together and
matching underarm seams. Stitch down the lining
and up the dress. Press seams open. Repeat with
other side. Turn right side out.

12. P
 ress the seam toward the dress fabric, and
press the bodice on the fold line with wrong sides
together.

7. S
 titch skirt side seams with right sides together.
Repeat with lining.
8. Stitch

skirt to lining down the front facing edge.
9. T
 urn right side out and press. Skirt facing will fold
to wrong side. Sew two lines of gathering stitches
across top of skirt and lining. Stitch the first line
3/8” from raw edge and the second line 5/8” from
raw edge. Treat as one fabric.

13. T
 o create bodice lining, trim away the extra lining
fabric using front bodice as template. Repeat with
the other front bodice.
14. Cut collar according to the pattern.
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10. P
 ull gathering threads so the skirt is the same
measurement as the bodice. Place the bodice on
the skirt with right sides together matching placket
on each side and side seams. Pin in place. Stitch
bodice to skirt with 1/2” seam allowance keeping
facing and lining loose. Trim seams to 1/4”. Press
seam up toward bodice.
11. F
 old bodice lining up ½” and whip stitch to the
seam line.

Lining

Main
Fabric

12. F
 ollow dress buttonhole and hemming instructions
from the Allie pattern, using a 2” hem.

Lining

Adapted by
Susan Whitman
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